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1. SOUTH AFRICA: PREPARING FOR A NATIONAL ELECTION

OPPOSITION PARTIES HAVE REACTED POSITIVELY TO PRESIDENT BOTHA'S -

CONF IRMATION THAT A GENERAL ELECTION, TO INCLUDE A REFERENDUM ON
UNSPECIFIED REFORM 1SSUES, WILL BE HELD EARLY THIS YEAR. THE LIBERAL
PROGRESSIVE FEDERAL PARTY, THE OFFICIAL OPPOSITION IN PARLIAMENT,
STATED 1T WELCOMED THE OPPORTUNITY TO CHALLENGE THE BOTHA
GOVERNMENT. THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY ANMOUNCED THAT IN PREPARATION FOR
THE ELECTION IT WILL HOLD A UNITY CONFERENCE LATER TH!S MONTH TO
DISCUSS A MERGER WITH THE FAR-RIGHT HERSTIGTE NASIONALE PARTY. -
HERSTIGTE PARTY LEADERS. HOWEVER, SAY THEY WANT ONLY A TEMPORARY
PACT THAT WOULD PREVENT THE TWO PARTIES FRQM COMPETING AGAINST EACH
OTHER IN INDIVIDUAL ELECTORAL DISTRICTS. ' k{%
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THE RULING NATIONAL PARTY WILL RETAIN CONTROL OFf ' k’:}
PARL FAMENT IN THE ELECTIONS. HOWEVER, HOTHA CLEARLY WANTS TO LIMIT
RIGHTWING GAINS, AND HE WILL PROBABLY OPT FOR A SHORT CAMPAIGN
PERIOD THAT WOULD GIVE THE HERSTICTF AMD CONSERVATIVE PARTIES LESS
"TYME TO IRON OUT THEIR DIFFERENCES AN. TO ORGANIZE A UNIFIED
CAMPA{GN. ALTHOUGH A FORMAL MERGER OF THE TWO RIGHTWING PARTIES IS
UNLIKELY, THEY PROBABLY WiLL AGREE [0 A TEMPORARY TRUCE AND VWiILL RUN
A SINGLE CANDI!DATE IN MOST ELECTORAL DISTRICTS. ce
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2. ZAIRE-US: MOBUTU'S EXPECTATIONS OF SUPPORT .
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PRESIDENT MOBUTU BELIEVES THAT OURING HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON 1

LAST MONTH HE OBTAINED A PROMISE OF FULL US BACKING FOR -

RENEGOTIATING ZAIRE'S SUSPENDED AGREEMENTS WITH THE IMF AND WORLD 'EE% |
- BANK, !
' KINSHASA UNILATERALLY SUSPENDED PAYMENTS OUE (N DECEMBER TO THE
PARIS CLUB AND COMMERCIAL BANKERS. WITH FOREIGN EXCHANGE ALREADY i9?b
SHORT, DELAYS (N LOAN DISBURSEMENTS TO KiINSHASA ARE CAUSING HIGHER
INFLAT1ON~ANB+A MORE RAPID DEPRECIATION OF THE LOCAL CURRENCY.

MOBUTU'S EXPECTATION OF US BACKING WILL ENCOURAGE {)?5
KINSHASA TO TAKE A HARD LINE IN TALKS WITH THE IMF AND WORLD BANK. A
HALT IN THE NEGOTIATIONS, OR EVEN A DELAY, WOULD FURTHER DAMAGE
ZAIRE'S FINANCES AND POSSIBLY RENDER THE IMF AND WORL) BANK PROGRAMS
UNSALVAGEABLE. MOBUTU STILL DOUBTS HE IS GETTING ENOUGH—IN RETURN
FOR H1S SUPPORT OF US POLICIES; AND, IF HIS FOUR-YEAR REFORM EFFORT *
COLLAPSES, HE MAY BLAME TH AND TAKE RETALIATORY ACTIONS, SUCH AS k? Eb

EXPELLING US OIPLOMATS.
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--FOREIGN MINISTERS OF ARAB GULF STAT ClA bB 6
SESSION IN-6AUD-ARABIA ON TUESDAY, w -
H . . . WILL PROBABLY DISCUSS IRAN-IRAQ WAR, DRAFT AGENDA FOR 0
TSUAMIC CONFERENCE MEETING (N LATE JANUARY. b3 rlq
--HIZBALLAH KILLED SiX MEMBERS OF' THE ISRAELI-BACKED ARMY OF G
SOUTH LEBANON YEST IN ISRA SECURITY ZONE IN SOUTHERN .
LEBMON.-W . . . COUTTERATTACKS, LikELY. i b%_ "
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